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Glorious 30 (1945 to 1973)

     Growth of car ownership 

     "The city must adapt to cars" (Pompidou 1971).

     Tramway lines removed, bicycle abandoned

1970s-1980s

     1973: oil crisis

     Versement Transport (transport tax)

     - Subways in Marseille (1977), Lyon (1978) and Lille (1983)

     - Tramways in Nantes (1985) and Grenoble (1987)

     1982: LOTI

Urban transport up to the 80's
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30 years of PDU changes

1982 1996       2000    2005      20101982 1996       2000    2005      2010

PDU created

Not mandatory

More rational use 
of car

PDU mandatory in 
large urban areas

Objectives, 
guidelines and 

procedure

Better integration 
between transport 

and land use

More guidelines on 
parking and freight

Accessibility 
for all of the 

mobility chain

Transport and 
climate change

Electro-mobility

Car-sharing

            LOTI         LAURE    SRU Law          Disability Law     Grenelle Law
    Domestic transport         Air quality  Urban renewal
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Three waves of PDU since 1996
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60 mandatory PDUs 
approved

30 voluntary PDUs

(half approved)

50 voluntary initiatives 
adapted

PDUs approved in 2012
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PDU's objectives and content

From PT-focused PDU to multimodal and cross-sectorial tools

       Active modes (walking and cycling)

       Mobility management   Safety for all
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PDU's objectives and content

Cross-sectorial themes Transport and health / environment 

Transport and land use
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Many stakeholders to involve

Public transport Parking

State National rail (TGV-TET) National regulations

Region Regional rail (TER) Rail stations

Département Non urban PT
School transport

Car-sharing parks

Municipalities /
Local regulation

Enforcement

Inter-
municipality

Urban transport (if TA) Car parks

Transport 
authority

Urban transport Park and ride
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Encourage civil society to participate in the project's development

A range of tools
– Panel discussions, public meetings
– Social media, communication campaigns, online surveys
– Citizens’ workshops (Nantes, Grenoble, Amiens)

Citizens’ participation
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Results: subway, tramway and BRT

Orange: subway

Green: tramway

Blue: BRT
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Results: bicycle

Bicycle sharing systems

Cycling facilities
(on-road, parking)

Traffic calming areas
(30-km/h zones)
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Results: shared public space
Source: Lille PDU 2011
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➔After growing for decades, the use of passenger cars started to 
decrease in the mid-2000s (Modal shares dropped 3 to 7 points in the 2000s)

➔Rise in the use of public transport and bicycle
➔But some less positive results (medium-sized cities, and suburbs, car ownership)

Results: decrease in car use
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Areas for improvement

➔Areas to be better taken into account
– Freight and urban logistics

– Car parking, constraints to car use

➔Acting in a context of declining public resources
– Network optimisation

– Mobility management measures

➔Challenges for the future
– Air quality, ageing of the population, climate change and depletion of energy 

resources
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➔Towards the stronger integration of transport and urban planning
– Merger of the Local urban development plan (PLU) and the PDU
– if the PLU is developed by the AOTU

➔Transport authorities to sustainable mobility authorities
– Recent law on decentralisation (27/01/2014)
– New areas of responsabilities: car sharing schemes, carpooling, bicycle 

sharing systems, goods

➔Towards ecological taxation?

Possible changes in France...
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...and in Europe

➔Urban mobility in four EU Commission documents

– Green Paper on "urban mobility" (09/2007)
– Action plan for urban mobility (09/2009)
– White Paper on "transport" (03/2011)
– Communication : Together towards competitive and resource-efficient 

urban mobility (12/2013)

➔European projects
– EltisPLUS

– ADVANCE / QUEST

– ENDURANCE
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To go further

http://www.certu-catalogue.fr/pdu-the-french-urban-mobility-plan-integrating-transport-policies.html
http://www.certu-catalogue.fr/30-years-of-sustainable-urban-mobility-plans-pdu-in-france-mobility-and-tranport-focus-on-n-27.html
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